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No Room 
By Barbara Elden Cornet 


se E HAVE no room.”’ Nor did they 
care 

That God’s own Son was lying there. 

All power laid down, all glory sped, 

A baby in a manger-bed. 

But angels lowly bowed in love 

To praise the Lord of Heaven above, 

And joined the humble shepherds there 

In happy song and ardent prayer. 


‘¢ We have no room.”’ The world takes up 
The cry. ‘‘ For we must laugh and sup. 
When years are few and eyes are dim, 
Ah, then perhaps we’ll turn to Him. 

But ask us not while youth abide 

To lay earth’s glittering joys aside. 

Till life’s bright ways our feet have trod 
We have no time to spend with God. ’’+ 


Lord, here is room. My heart I bring 

To Thee, a humble offering. 

It bears the marks of sin and shame 

And is not worthy of Thy name, 

So cleanse it, Lord, that it may be 

A throne that’s fit to offer Thee. 

Then, through the blood my sins forgiven, 
I’ll find there’s room for me, in Heaven. 


Satisfied ! 

Satisfied lives are the only lives that 
God can use as fully as he would. For 
the only normal life is the satisfied life. 
Not satisfied with ourselves or with our 
attainments, but satisfied with Christ. If 
we have yielded to him and are trusting 
him fully, then we are fully satisfied with 
him and we know, this moment, “the peace 
of God, which passeth all understanding.” 
In Mission News, published by the Union 
Gospel Mission of Portland, Ore., Ezra 
S. Gerig writes of this satisfied life. “Sat- 
isfied! Certainly—for Christ satisfies. 
‘He satisfieth the longing soul, and filleth 
the hungry soul with goodness’ (Psa. 107: 
9). ... Yes, even in times of depression 
— ‘For a man’s life consisteth not in the 


abundance of the things which he possess- 
eth’ (Luke 12:15).” Paul had learned, 
in whatsoever state he was, therewith to be 
content, because Christ satisfieth. In the 
midst of temporal need Habakkuk was sat- 
isfied; every thing was gone, “Yet I will 
rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of 
my salvation” (Hab. 3:17). “Satisfied! 
yes —for Christ came to give gifts to men, 
gifts of abundant life, abundant peace, 
abundant joy, abundant satisfaction. Take, 
oh, take in faith with thankfulness, these 
gifts of grace. God gave his Son, Christ 
gave himself.” “He that spared not his 
own Son, but delivered him up for us all, 
how shall he not with him also freely 
give us all things?” (Rom. 8: 32.) 


2 
When Riches Mock 


Earthly riches may spell stark poverty, 
A lawyer who knows and loves the Lord 
tells of a tragic case, in a letter to a friend. 
“I just got back yesterday from a trip in 
connection with the sudden death of a 
client’s father. He was a member of a 
rich and aristocratic family. And such heart- 
aches and tragedy as human history pre- 
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sents! I had a delicate and difficult family 
controversy on my hands for two days, 
with the silent form of the poor old vacated 
body in our midst. He was a yachtsman 
and sportsman, and the pictures of his dogs 
and boats hung above his casket. His duck 
guns and Persian rugs were on every hand, 
and his trophies; and how futile it all 
seemed with that greenish white pallor on 
the still face. When my own father died, 
it seemed like a beginning; here, it seemed 
like an end!” If our only wealth is earthly 
riches, there is sure to be a sudden and 
mocking end of our wealth. If we are 
“rich toward God,” our wealth will con- 
tinue through eternity. There was nothing 
necessarily wrong in the earthly treasures 
and interests that this rich man enjoyed. 
The wrong evidently was in the fact that 
these things were his first and only inter- 
ests, crowding the Lord out of his life. 
There are true stewards of the Lord on 
earth today, as there always have been, to 
whom the Lord has trusted earthly riches, 
yet who count these as nothing compared 
with the heavenly riches that are theirs in 
Christ. When their call comes to meet 
him, they will take with them far more 
than they leave behind. 
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Before Governors and Kings 


was a period of reform, of the re- 

moval of great and hoary oppressions. 
In this movement the members of the 
Society of Friends took a leading part and 
it is probable that the teaching of Stephen 
Grellet in almost every county of Eng- 
land prepared the sons of Quaker families 
for their great work which followed in 
the years after Grellet had given his testi- 
mony. Grellet tells of the sleepless nights 
which he used to pass after visiting the 
prisons and poorhouses. At Newgate 
prison, for instance, he found the prisoners 
sleeping on the floor with practically noth- 
ing over them in cold weather. Little chil- 
dren born in the prison were running about 
naked. It was Stephen Grellet who inter- 
ested Elizabeth Fry to undertake the re- 
lief of the women prisoners here and the 
reform of prison conditions generally. In 
Finland, Russia, Italy, Turkey, in fact 
all over Europe, he visited the prisons 
and reported abuses to the governments, 
often securing substantial reformation. 
One of the first things the Emperor Alex- 
ander of Russia said to him was that the 
chains which he, Grellet, had seen on a 
man in the Finnish prison of Abo — worn 
for eighteen years — had been removed and 
that orders had been given for better treat- 
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ment of prisoners. In Turkey prisoners 
were chained two by two, underfed, beaten 
on the soles of their feet often till death 
intervened. “The pasha,” he says “wishes 
to inquire the object of our visit. This 
opened the way for pleading on behalf of 
the suffering prisoners.” In the dismal 
prisons of Naples he found six thousand 
incarcerated. “My feelings were overpow- 
ered; the foulness of the air also greatly 
affected me.” His protests here !ed to the 
cleaning of the prisons, the opening of 
ventilators, the removal of boys from the 
prisons occupied by older and hardened 
criminals, and the substitution of lighter 
irons for the heavier ones. 

Grellet’s journeys in Europe were at the 
period when the Continent was wracked 
with the Napoleonic wars. Hordes of Cos- 
sacks and predatory bandits scoured 
Europe. The contagious diseases which 
accompany long wars endangered the life 
of the traveling Quaker. He constantly 
met passing wagons crowded with wounded 
and leaving trails of blood on the winter 
snow. He saw press-gangs of boys being 
marched off to fight, and comforted them 
with the Gospel. When he met the crowned 
heads of the nations he did not hesitate 
“to lay before them the enormities of war 
and to direct their attention to the peace- 
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able spirit of Christ.” As the destinies of 
nations lay at that time almost wholly in 
the hands of kings and emperors the im- 
portance of such testimony can be under- 
stood. The Emperor Alexander of Russia 
was especially influenced. He told Grellet 
that “whilst his mind was bowed before 
the Lord in prayer, the plan of all the 
crowned heads joining in the conclusion 
to submit to arbitration whatever differ- 
ences might arise among them, instead of 
resorting to the sword, had presented itself 
to his mind in such a manner that he 
arose from his bed and wrote what he 
then so sensibly felt.” This plan of a Holy 
Alliance from war did not bring in uni- 
versal peace, but it may have prevented 
hostilities which otherwise might have been 
recorded in the rolls of history. 

The disciple of Christ is a witness, — 
for the Gospel and against unrighteousness. 
The results of the witness belong to Him 
who commissions his witnesses. Stephen 
Greilet’s Gospel witness is almost unique. 
“Ye shall be brought before . . , kings 
for my sake.” Grellet came before them 
without compulsion. His breeding and 
aristocratic antecedents and his ‘native facil- 
ity in the French tongue presumably helped 
to give him entrance to courtly circles. 
Also his transparent sincerity and piety. 
His experiences bring to mind those of 
his Master. At Nismes in France he was 
once speaking to a group of eighty con- 
cerning “the great love of God to us 
through our blessed Redeemer” when offi- 
cers and gendarmes entered to arrest him. 
With the others, they were constrained by 
his words “to bend their knees with tears 
and prayers to the Lord God and to the 
Lamb,” and returned to the prefect, saying 
that never had they heard one speak in 
such a fashion before (John 7: 45, 46). 

So we see the Quaker saint preaching to 
six thousand of the military of Haiti, gath- 
ered before the palace of the President; 
or kneeling with the Emperor Alexander 
in earnest prayer; or preaching to the culti- 
vated, affable, and generous nobility at the 
Swedish court, the king himself being pres- 
ent. In Munich he put into circulation six 
thousand copies of the Scripture and also 
preached to the king who, at his leaving, 
put his arms about his neck in affection- 
ate farewell. Most curious of all were his 
experiences at the papal court. Sir Thomas 
Maitland, who had command of the British 
forces in the Mediterranean, had intro- 
duced him to Cardinal Consalvi. This 
prelate seemed in no way offended when 
the Quaker preacher spoke freely of the 
superstitions he had witnessed in Italy, and 
preached Jesus Christ as the only head of 
the church. Addressing a group of the 
clergy he declared that “the divine Spirit 
is a gift freely dispensed of God, which 
man’s wisdom, learning, or power cannot 
obtain for himself; much less can he dis- 
pense it to others. By it only the deep 
things of God can be known; by it accept- 
able worship is performed. This brought 
me to state that the popes, cardinals, 
bishops, etc., in their ordination of minis- 
ters or priests cannot confer upon them 





This is the second of two editorials based 
on “Memoirs of the Life and Gospel Labors of 
Stephen Grellet,” by Benjamin Seebohm ($1.10 
postpaid, 800 pages). There is also “A Short 
Life of Stephen Grellet” (pocket size, 126 pages, 
13 cents postpaid). Both may be ordered from 
the Friends Book Store, 304 Arch Street, Phila- 
delphia. 
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spiritual gifts, neither have they themselves 
any in virtue of their stations, but Christ 
Jesus the Head of the church is the giver 
of spiritual gifts and with his divine anoint- 
ing he gives power. He alone can for- 
give sin: he only is the Saviour of men.” 

When he was ushered into the presence 
of the Pope “some one behind me gently 
but quickly took off my hat, and before 
I could look for it the door was quietly 
closed upon us three.” Then followed a 
long and most interesting conversation. “I 
represented to him what I had beheld in 
many places in Europe and the West In- 
dies, of the depravity and vices of many 
priests and monks, what a reproach they 
are to Christianity, and what corruption 
they are the means of spreading widely 
over the mass of the people. . . . Other 
subjects were touched upon, as the King- 
dom of God, the government of Christ in 
his church, to whom alone the rule and 
dominion belong; that he is the only Door, 
the only Saviour. Finally as I felt the 
love of Christ flowing in my heart toward 
him I particularly addressed him and asked 
whether his days were not lengthened out 
to enable him to glorify God and exalt 
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ as the 
only Head of the church, the only Saviour 
to whom alone every knee is to bow and 
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every tongue confess; that such a con- 
fession from him.in his old age would do 
more toward the advancement of Christ’s 
Kingdom than the authority of all the 
popes, his predecessors, was ever able to 
do; moreover that thereby his sun, now 
near setting, would go down with bright- 
ness and his portion in eternity would be 
with the sanctified ones, in the joys of 
His salvation. The Pope, while I thus 
addressed him, kept his head inclined and 
appeared tender: then rising from his seat 
in a kind and respectful manner, expressed 
a desire ‘that the Lord would bless and 
protect me wherever I go’: on which I left 
him.” 

His testimony to the king and queen of 
Spain. was equally frank and courteously 
received. 

This was the last of Stephen Grellet’s 
many missionary journeys. In it he had 
traveled above 28,000 miles, and be it re- 
membered that this was before the age of 
railways. The last years of his life were 
spent in Burlington, N. J., traveling from 
that center on short missions. At the ripe 
age of eighty-two he was called home (in 
1855) saying, as death approached, “My 
flesh and my heart faileth: but God is the 


strength of my heart, and my portion for- 
ever.” 














Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 














May a Christian Invoke the Law? 


A_man owes another a sum of money, 
admits the debt, but simply will not pay it, 
although he is working and could pay if he 
wanted to. The one to whom the money 
is Owing is a Christian, the other is not. 
The Christian hesitates to sue, not feeling 
that it is just the right thing for him to do, 
although other Christians think it perfectly 
justifiable under the circumstances. If he 
does not sue, although he will suffer the 
loss of that amount of money, may not God 
make it up to him in some other way? 
Will you not give your views about this 
with Scripture to cover the point if there 
is any on the subject?—A New York State 
reader. 

Readers of the Times will welcome a 
word from the “Christian Lawyer” whose 
contributions to these columns have brought 
such blessing in recent years, —I. H. Lin- 
ton, of Washington, D. C. The Editor has 
asked Mr. Linton for his thovght, and it 
is given in the following reply: 


In my judgment the party who has the 
claim has as conscientious a right to use 
the legal machinery ‘or protecting himself 
and his family in regard to this legally just 
asset as he has to call a policeman to pro- 
tect himself and family against assault or 
theft. The Bible recognizes the duties we 
owe to, and the benefits we receive from, 
orderly and established government. While 
Christ illustrates the meek and selfless state 
of mind he instructs his followers to have 
by the extreme illustrations of “turning the 
other cheek” and “giving the coat also,” 
yet, as Paley and other writers declare, 
these are illustrations rather than specific 
instructions, and even a man who is nobly 
indifferent to personal affronts may right- 
fully protect the property that is honestly 
his for the sake of those dependent on him 
as well as for his own sake. A man can 
file and prosecute a suit in a perfectly quiet 


and Christian spirit, leaving to the God- 
ordained authorities the establishment of 
his temporal rights. 

The fact that the debtor in this case is 
not a Christian brother seems to remove 
the case from even technical inclusion in the 
counsel Paul gives not to bring contro- 
versies between Christian brethren before - 
pagan courts and men for settlement. Such 
a thing would certainly make public the 
fact that men who were supposed to be so 
filled with God’s Spirit as to be trusted 
with heavenly riches were not even “square” 
and honest and just enough to handle faith- 
fully mere filthy lucre. The clear-cut di- 
viding line between Christians and pagans 
in Paul’s day made such an instruction 
especially necessary. 

At the present time, even our Christian 
walk and conversation is so closely con- 
nected with business details that it seems 
impossible to live “soberly, righteously, and 
godly in this present world” without using - 
the governmental machinery in the process. 
And if we use any of it, as we do neces- 
sarily every day, why should we not reduce 
to such form as to make it collectible a 
perfectly just debt? The man who refuses 
to pay money he justly owes, for which he 
presumably got “value received,” when he 
can do so without reducing his own de- 
pendents to want, is wronging his creditor 
as definitely as if he came into his house 
and took away some article of property. 

I think this Christian brother has as 
conscientious a right to reduce his claim to 
judgment as he has to record a mortgage 
note he may own, or to call a policeman 
to prevent a thief from stealing from him. 
The courts are merely instruments for en- 
forcing the law, and, as Blackstone has 
said, “The Ten Commandments are part and 
parcel of the common law.” 
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Was This a ” Lying Wonder’ in Belgium? 


A strange occurrence that has attracted thousands 
of pilgrims to a Belgian village 


By Edith F. Norton 














E HAVE dared to believe that 
W :: the little space of time before 

our Lord shall return we may 
confidently expect unusual spiritual bless- 
ing, even the coming of a mighty revival, 
and certainly we are witnessing an ever 
rising tide of expectancy on the part of 
the Belgian Gospel Mission workers, and 
a corresponding concern upon the part of 
unbelievers. Many of our halls are 
crowded out, and at several posts, if funds 
permitted, we should enlarge our premises. 

Nor are we surprised in this end-time, that 
Satanic wonders and demoniac deceptions 
should also be multiplied. Our own Belgium 
has been the scene of late of a most amaz- 
ing set of circumstances. 

One evening early last winter five chil- 
dren from two families of the village of 
Beauraing were near the entrance of the 
boarding-school of the Sisters of Notre 
Dame and in front of a grotto of our 
Lady of Lourdes. Suddenly, they say, one 
after another saw a vision of the Virgin, 
appearing in the air a little in front of 
them. They fell to their knees and recited 
their prayers. When they went to their 
homes and told what had happened, they 
were laughed at and even scolded. Next 
evening they returned at the same hour, 
their parents accompanying them, and again 
they say they saw the vision, the adults 
seeing nothing. The news spread like wild- 
fire, and the following evening a crowd had 
gathered. Physicians were among the 
number, and as they questioned the children, 
they were convinced that they were sincere; 
the answers of the children, questioned sep- 
arately, agreed in almost every respect. 


What the Children Saw 


It seems possible that they were the 
subjects of a supernatural visitation. _But 
of what character and source? They all 
agreed in saying that the Virgin was small 
in stature, with a beautiful face, and blue 
eyes. Her gown was luminous, tinged with 
a bluish luster, and on her head was a 
crown, not a halo, they were careful toa 
point out, but a crown, that shone like the 
sun with its radiating rays making points 
of light about her head. Over one arm, 
said one child, she wore a rosary. 

The children approaching the place would 
kneel down and recite the Ave Maria and 
their other prayers, until, they say, the 
vision appeared to all simultaneously. When 
this took place, the crowd watching would 
see a sudden change in the children. They 
would fall to their knees in unison, their 
faces became radiant, and their voices took 
on a totally different tone, strong and 
sonorous. Physicians present tested them 
nightly and found they were in a state 
of ecstasy. There was no “reaction” when 
they were pinched, or pricked, nor did a 
light passed suddenly before their eyes pro- 
voke any flinching. The gaze was fixed 
and the children themselves seemed in a 
trance, There seems to be a supernatural 
element here. 


“The Belgian state railways,” said a 
wireless to the New York Times on 
August 8, “realized $240,000 from the 
sale of tickets to pilgrims who visited 
Beauraing over the week-end. .. . 
It is estimated that 200,000 persons 
flocked to Beauraing and then re- 
turned home between Friday night 
and Monday morning. They hoped 
to see the reported apparition of the 
Virgin.” Mrs. Norton tells the story 
of this modern mystery, and if it is 
supernatural, it may be, as Mrs. Nor- 
ton says, a Satanic plan to frustrate 
the Gospel in Belgium. The Belgian 
Gospel Mission has been doing by far 
the largest part of the evangelistic 
work in Belgium since 1918. Those 
who would like to have a share in the 
work may send gifts to the Treasurer, 
Charles G. Trumbull, 325 North Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia 








By January 3, when the vision ended, it 
is estimated that 150,000 people from all 
points of Europe had visited Beauraing, 
and on the culminating day, at least 20,000 
were massed about the approaches to the 
grotto. A hundred medical men were pres- 
ent who later carried out the nightly ex- 
amination of those who had seen the 
vision. Sick people on stretchers and in 
wheel chairs had a conspicuous place, hop- 
ing for healing through the direct inter- 
vention of the Virgin. Each night when 
the children fell into the trance a conver- 
sation was supposedly carried on between 
them and the apparition. 

Surely the statements of the “Virgin” 
should enlighten us as to the character 
of this apparition. When questioned, ac- 
cording to the report, she answered that 
she was the “Immaculate Conception,” and 
that she was “The Mother of God and 
the Queen of Heaven.” The doctors, 
whether believing or skeptic, have been 
baffled by the case. Some believe it to 
be indeed a supernatural visitation. Others 
call it a phenomenon of illusion, personal 
in the first instance, becoming collective 
later on, and believe that these children 
were the objects of “mutual inter-reaction.” 
We cannot help believing that we have 
here a lying wonder of Satan (2 Thess. 2: 
9), intended to bring back into Roman 
Catholicism this people who are turning in 





Two inspiring books about the 
Belgian Gospel Mission are: 
“Opened Windows of Heaven,” by 
Mrs, Norton, telling of answers to 
prayer; and “A New Invasion of 
Belgium,” giving the story of the 
Mission, by Philip E. Howard. 
They may be obtained from the 
Belgian Gospel Mission, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 
60 cents a copy. 











large numbers to ‘infidelity or to the evan- 
gelical position. We are keenly conscious 
of the intense opposition of Satan to our 
distribution of 11,000,000 Scriptures and 
tracts, and our opening of fifty preaching 
halls in all the provinces since 1918. 


But we have seen the Spirit of God 
break down the barriers of ignorance and 
superstition in this land, performing veri- 
table miracles of grace among those 
plunged in deepest darkness. The Flemish 
tent was stationed last summer at “Mos- 
cow,” a suburb of Ghent, for one of the 
closing campaigns of the season. The 
name “Moscow” was given to this dis- 
trict of Ghent because of the socialistic, 
even communistic, leanings of its inhabi- 
tants. But here, despite its sinister repu- 
tation, we saw “Moscow” folk turning 
out to fill our tent to overflowing, night 
after night, for the two weeks of the cam- 
paign. Attention was excellent, and a 
number of people professed to accept Christ 
as Saviour. An aged man, lingered in 
the tent one night after the others had 
left. He bought a Bible and then timidly 
said to the Bible students who had charge 
of the tent, “Sirs, could you please tell 
me how I could get right with God, as 
you teach in your Gospel?” 


No Peace through the Crucifix 


The students began to tell him to con- 
fess his sins to the Lord, and accept Jesh: 
as his Saviour from these sins. 

Then was disclosed another of the trage- 
dies of the Church of Rome, for his an- 
swer was, “But, sirs, during all my long 
life I have nightly confessed my sins to 
God, but have never been able to arrive 
at peace of heart or knowledge of sins 
forgiven.” 

“How did you confess your sins?” he 
was asked, 

“Oh,” came his reply, “I knelt each 
night before the crucifix and addressed 
my prayers to this image.” z 

The students proceeded to tell him that 
this was idolatry and that he could never 
have peace of heart in this way, and then 
instructed him in the right way to ap- 
proach God through Jesus Christ. The next 
day he was back, his countenance glowing 
with joy. He told the workers of what 
had transpired between him and his Sav- 
iour, and assured them that since then he 
had tasted a bliss which in all his life 
he never had known. Regular Gospel meet- 
ings are now being held in this needy 
center of “Moscow” as a result of our tent 
campaign there. 

Many in Belgium hate all religion be- 
cause of the abuses from which they have 
suffered in the Roman Catholic Church. 
One of the Mission colporteurs entered a 
home where a child was ill. When he 
offered: the man a New Testament, recom- 
mending its contents, the man _ retorted 
angrily, “I want none of your books or 
religion; I have given my hard-earned 
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money to the church, which has in turn 
deceived me.” And then in an excess 
of unreasoning fury he cried, “If God exists 
and I had a gun, I would shoot him.” 
Our colporteur was horrified, but was given 
grace to calm the man, by telling him how 
he misunderstood the loving God and 
Father, rebuking him also for pronouncing 
a sentence so terrible. But then the wife 
joined in, and her language was even more 
outrageous than her husband’s as she railed 
against all religion. 

When there was a moment of quiet, the 
colporteur said calmly, “God loves you and 
desires to save you.” 

Again he offered them Gospels and tracts, 
and soon the man was humbler and quieter 
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and said pathetically, “You have done me > 


good in my trouble, please come back and 
see me again.” 

The colporteur did this, and now there is 
a home open to the Gospel and two hearts 
are chastened and open to receive the 
blessed Word of Life. 

How needy these poor people are and 
how imperative it is that we give them 
the Gospel! There is but a little step be- 
tween disillusionment with the system of 
Rome and a leaning toward the anti-re- 
ligious views of Communism. Only the 
pure Gospel can save this people. Shall we 
not give it to them in ever increasing 
measure? 


BrusseE.ts, BELGIUM. 








Tests that will help your school to have an 
interesting review of the Third Quarter 


Can You Answer These Questions ? 


By Geneva F. Walters, M.S. 




















Single Choice 


For Intermediates, Young People, 
and Adults 


Directions: Underscore the term in 
parentheses that makes the truest statement. 


1. Moses’ successor was (Caleb; Joshua; 
Gideon). 

2. Caleb requested for his inheritance (the 
whole of Canaan; Jerusalem; He- 
bron). 

3. After Barak’s victory over Sisera, a 
hymn of praise was sung by (Ruth; 
Hannah; Deborah). 

4. A prophet who fearlessly attacked the 
sins of his day was (Isaiah; Solo- 
mon; Joshua). 

5. Gideon was (a priest in the Temple; 
leader of a small army; one of the 
prophets). 

6. Ruth was (one of the judges; a 
prophetess; daughter - in - law of 
Naomi). 

7. Samuel was trained in the Temple by 
(Eli; Isaiah; Moses). 

8. The last judge of Israel was (Joshua; 
Samuel; David). 

9. Saul’s place as king of Israel was taken 
by (Samuel; David; Jesse). 

10. The shepherd boy who became king of 
Israel was (Moses; Joseph; David). 

11. David’s most intimate friend was 
(Saul; Gideon; Jonathan). 

12. The first Temple of the Lord was 
built by (David; Solomon; Saul). 


Matching 
For Juniors or Intermediates 


Directions: In the right hand column 
are proper names. In the left hand column 
are terms that describe each name. Find 
the name that fits each description and 
place its number in parentheses after the 
proper term. 


1. Moses’ successor, 1. Gideon. 

2. Joshua’s comrade. 2. Samuel. 

3. A prophetess. 3. Hannah, 

4. One of the major 4. Eli. 
prophets. 

5. Leader of an army of 300. 5. Jonathan. 

6. A Moabite girl. 6. Deborah. 


7. Trained in the Temple 7. Joshua. 


by Eli. 
8. Mother of Samuel. 8. Isaiah. 
9. A priest in the Temple. 9. Saul. 
10. Israel’s first king. 10. David. 
11. Son of Saul, 11. Ruth. 


12. Youngest of Jesse’s sons. 12. Caleb. 
13. Builder of the Temple. 13. Naomi. 
14. Mother-in-law of Ruth. 14. Solomon. 


ANSWERS 


- (7) Joshua 1: 2. S. (3) .2 Sam. 

2. (12) Joshua 1:9, 24. 

14:6, 7. 9 (4) t Sam. 1:49. 

. (6) Judges 4:4. 19 (9) 1 Sam. 9: 17. 
(8) Isaiah. a1. Cs) & Sem. 192 2. 

. (1) Judges 7: 16. 12. (10) 1 - 

. ge I: 4. 13. (14) 1 Kings 


a: %. se 
1: 25-28. 14. (13) Ruth1: 3, 4. 


NAUSw 


Completion 
For Juniors or Intermediates 
Dreections: Fill in the blank spaces with 


words that will make true statements, one 
word for each blank. 


1. After Moses’ death, led the chil- 
dren of Israel over river. 
requested Joshua to give him 

for an inheritance. 

3. The prophetess, , gave 
directions concerning a battle. 

4. The prophet denounced the greed 
of the wealthy and pronounced woes 
on those who “justify the wicked 
for Be 

5. The Lord helped win a victory 
over the Midianites with only 

men. 

6. Ruth went with 
in-law, but 
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, her mother- 
turned back to 








7. The child 


























was dedicated by his 
to the service of the Lord. 

8. When the Lord called , he an- 
swered, “ ; for thy 
heareth.” 

9. was the first of Israel. 
He was rejected by the Lord because 
of - 

19. The youngest son of Jesse was 3 





who was anointed king of Israel by 
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Il. , a son of Saul, made a friend- 
ship covenant with 


12. When the Temple was built, 











had the placed in it and dedi- 
cated the building. 
ANSWERS 

1. Joshua 1:1, 2. 9. t Sam. 1: 28. 
2. Joshua 14:12, 14. 8. 1 Sam. 3: 10. 
3. Judges 4: 4-7. 9. 1 Sam. 9:17. 

; t Sam. rg: 26. 
4. Isaiah 5: 23. 10, 3 Semi. 16. 21;:33, 
5. Judges 7:7. 11. 1 Sam. 20: 42. 
6 I 


. Ruth 1:4, 14, 15. 12. 1 Kings 8:1, 6. 


One-Word Answer 
For Juniors or Intermediates 


1. Who led the children of Israel over 
Jordan? 


2. What part of Canaan was given to 
Caleb for an inheritance? 

3. What prophetess helped lead an Israel- 
itish army to victory? 

4. What great prophet spoke against 
strong drink? 


5. What people were delivered into the 
hand of Gideon? 


6. Where was Ruth’s girlhood home? 


7. Who dedicated her child to the service 
of the Lord? 


8. What prophet was trained as a child 
in the Temple? 


9. Who was Israel’s first king? 

10. What shepherd boy later became king? 
t1. Who was David’s best friend? 

12, Who was the wisest man? 


ANSWERS 
1. Joshua. 7. Hannah. 
2. Hebron. 8. Samuel. 
3. Deborah. 9. Saul. 
4. Isaiah. 10. David. 
5. Midianites. 11. Jonathan. 
6. Moab. 12. Solomon. 
Who Said? 


For Young People or Adults 

1. “Not one thing hath failed of all the 
good things which the Lord your 
God spake concerning you.” 

2. “I am as strong this day as I was in 
the day that Moses sent me.” 

3. “Up; for this is the day in which the 
Lord hath delivered Sisera into thine 
hand.” 

4. “Woe unto them that are mighty to 
drink wine.” 

5. “Thy people shall be my people, and 
thy God my God.” 

6. “I have lent him to the Lord; as long 
as he liveth he shall be lent to the 
eLord.” 

7. “Speak; for thy servant heareth.” 

8. “Behold, to obey is better than sacri- 
fice.” 

9. “The Lord be between me and thee, and 
between my seed and thy seed for 
ever.” 

10. “A friend loveth at all times.” 


ANSWERS 
1. Joshua 6. Hannah 
(Josh. 23: 14). (1 Sam. 1: 28). 
2. Caleb 7. Samuel 
(Josh. 14: 11). (1 Sam. 3 : 10). 
3. Deborah 8. Samuel 
(Judg. 4: 14). (1 Sam. 15: 22). 
4. Isaiah : 9. Jonathan 
(Isa. 5:22). (1 Sam. 20: 42). 
. Ruth 10. Solomon 
(Ruth 1: 16). (Prov. 17:17). 
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LESSON 13. SEPTEMBER 24. REVIEW: SOME EARLY LEADERS OF ISRAEL 


International Uniform Lesson 


Golden Text.—Be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.—Eph. 6:10 














The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


HE Old Testament is not a history 
of Israel. It is a history of Redemp- 
tion. “Salvation is from the Jews” 
(John 4:22), and so the history of Re- 
demption is a record of God’s dealing 
through his chosen people. Not all of 
their history is recorded, but that part 
of it which is significant in the carrying 
out of God’s plan. The history of some 
five hundred years is covered in the les- 
sons from Joshua to Solomon, and it is 
a record of God’s working through men, 
especially through chosen leaders. God is 
interested in individuals. He loves each 
in a personal way. So we see in his deal- 
ings with these men and women, all so 
different, his personal directing of their 
lives, so that each may have the very best 
in his own generation. So does he deal 
with us, each in our own way (Rom. 12: 
4-6; 1 Cor. 12:12). Next we see the place 
of each event and each character in God’s 
purposes, chief of which is the coming of 
Messiah. The marvel of God’s Word is 
further seen in the fact that these men 
and women not only live their own indi- 
vidual lives, acting according to their free 
choice, and not only form part of the great 
plan of Redemption, but are supernatural 
“types,” foreshadowing in their lives the 
Lord Jesus Christ and his salvation. Every 
lesson needed in our own Christian living 
will be found in these lives, summed up in 
the Golden Text: “Be strong in the Lord, 
and in the power of his might.” 


The Historical Setting * 

From Joshua to Solomon were 440 years, 
according to 1 Kings 6: 1, that is, 480 years 
from the time Israel came out of Egypt 
till the foundation of the Temple was laid 
in the fourth year of Solomon’s reign, 
Since the periods mentioned in the Judges 
seem to exceed this figure, some scholars 
believe that it is a round number, count- 
ing twelve forty year periods in an approxi- 
mate way. On the other hand, it is pos- 
sible to understand the other figures so as 
to take this number literally; including 40 
years for the wilderness, 25 for Joshua, 40 
for David, 4 for Solomon, would leave 371 
years for the elders who outlived Joshua, 
for the Judges, including Eli and Samuel, 
and for Saul, whose 40 years may include 
part of Samuel’s ministry. 


Sentence Summaries of the Lessons 

1. Joshua, courageous soldier, equipped 
by God’s training, God’s call, God’s promise, 
and God’s Presence, leads Israel into 
Canaan and opens a new era in Redemption 
(Josh. 24: 15). 

2. Caleb, lion-hearted hero of eighty-five, 
conqueror of giants, stands as a monument 
to God’s faithfulness in keeping and re- 
warding a man who will wholly follow the 


Lesson Calendar 


for the Third Quarter 


1. July 2.—Joshua. Joshua, Chapters 1-6, 23, 24 
Golden Text: Joshua 1:9 
July 9.—Caleb ....Numbers 13; Joshua 14 
Golden Text: Psalm 40:4 
3. July 16.—Deborah ..Judges, Chapters 4, 5§ 
Golden Text: Psalm 46:1 
4. July 23.—Isaiah Denounces Drunken- 
ness and Other Sins (Temperance 


yy 


Et MCC Te Isaiah 5 : 1-30 
Golden Text: Proverbs 14 : 34 

5.. July 30.—Gideon ...... Judges, Chapters 6-8 
Golden Text: Psalm 27: 1b 

6. August 6.—Ruth ........ The Book of Ruth 


Golden Text: 1 John 4:7 
. August 13.—Hannah. 1 Samuel, Chapters 1, 2 
Golden Text: Proverbs 31 : 30c 
. August 20.—Samuel. 
1 Samuel, Chapters 3, 7, 12 
Golden Text: 1 Samuel 12 : 20c 
9. August 27.—Saul. 1 Samuel, Chapters 9-11, 15 
Golden Text: 1 Samuel 15 : a2zb 
10. September 3.—David. 
1 Samuel 16:1-13; Psalm 78 : 70-72 
Golden Text: 1 Samuel 16: 7d 
. September 10.—Jonathan. 
1 Samuel, Chapters 18-20 
Golden Text: Proverbs 17 : 17a 
12. September 17.—Solomon. 
.1 Kings, Chapters 5-8 
Golden Text: Psalm 100: 4a 
13. September 24.—Review: Some Early 
Leaders of Israel. 
Golden Text: Ephesians 6: 10 
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Lord in the midst of a faithless nation (2 
Chron. 16:9). 


3. Deborah, faithful and fearless prophet- 
ess, rises in the midst of Israel’s deep de- 
pression —a mother in Israel when all the 
men are faint-hearted—and leads Barak 
and Israel to victory over the Canaanites, 
—and over their own apostasy (Matt. 15: 
28). 


4. Isaiah, prince of the later prophets, 
pronounces woes on a nation that learned 
nothing from God’s great deliverances un- 
der the early leaders of Israel, but chose 
drunkenness instead of the righteousness 
that exalts a nation (Jer. 2:13). 


5. Gideon, “mighty man of valor,” least 
in his father’s house, with his picked band 
of Israel’s best, —three hundred men and 
pitchers and torches and trumpets, — de- 
stroys Midian’s army of one hundred and 
thirty-five thousand— yet not Gideon, but 
Gideon’s God (Judg. 6: 24). 


6. Ruth, loving, beloved, and lovely, a 
worthy woman whose price is far above 
rubies, makes the great choice dictated by 
love, forsaking all worldly gain to follow 
Naomi’s God, a choice that exalts the lowly 
daughter of heathen Moab to a high place 
in chosen Israel’s chosen line (Luke 10: 
42). 


7. Hannah, the praying handmaid of the 
Lord, goes forth weeping but comes again 
rejoicing, a great mother who puts God in 
the center of her home and sees God put 
her son in the center of His House (Luke 
1: 45). 


8. Samuel, last and noblest of the Judges, 
forerunner of Israel’s kings, opens a new 


era in the building of Israel and of Re- 
demption, and leaves a monument of unin- 
terrupted piety,—a childhood, youth, and 
old age given to God (Prov. 3:5, 6). 

9. Saul, “swifter than eagles . . . stronger 
than lions,” the king after man’s heart, de- 
feated in the midst of his greatest vic- 
tories because he did not conquer his own 
spirit, wins his own willful way and loses 
his kingdom and the favor of God (Psa. 
40:8). 

10, David, chief of Israel’s sons as shep- 
herd, warrior, musician, poet, psalmist, 
statesman, king, but above all pre-eminent 
as a servant of the living God, the man 
after God’s own heart (Acts 13: 22). 

11. Jonathan, noblest friend of Israel’s 
noblest man, when that man was despised 
and cast out, prefers his friend above the 
kingdom, above his father’s favor, above 
his own life, a friend after God’s own 
heart (John 15:12, 13). 

12, Solomon, son of David and prince 
of peace, wisest of men, richest of rulers, 
and mightiest of kings, glories not in his 
wisdom or riches or might but in the liv- 
ing God when he built the Temple, yet 
turns from such a God to idols; thus he 
marks the climax of Israel’s glory, and 
also the beginning of her shame (Jer. 9: 
23, 24). 

The Heart of the Lessons . 

The heart of the Old Testament is the 
Lord Jesus himself (Luke 24:27, 44). 
Joshua, the Old Testament name for 
“Jesus,” is the savior who led them into 
the Promised Land, and he points to Christ. 
Caleb, who wholly followed the Lord, 
Gideon, with whom the Spirit clothed him- 
self, and all the Judges, were deliverers 
who pointed to the great Deliverer. More- 
over, it was Christ in Person who appeared 
to Joshua as Captain of the Lord’s host, 
and to Gideon as the Angel of the Lord. 
Samuel, the first of the new order of 
prophets, the real king of Israel and ‘the 
true priest when the official priest and king 
had failed, pointed to him who is Prophet, 
Priest, and King. David pre-eminently 
pointed to Christ as the Man after God’s 
own heart who did all God’s will per- 
fectly, and as the conquering King. Solo- 
mon, as the wise man, Prince of Peace, 
builder of the Temple, points to him who 
is the wisdom of God who will reign in 
righteousness on the throne of David and 
over all nations. The three women, Debo- 
rah, Ruth, Hannah, were all mothers in Is- 
rael, who pointed forward to Mary, mother 
of Messiah. But side by side with this 
setting forth of Christ is another great mes- 
sage that runs through all these lessons. 
These heroes were all heroes of FAITH 
(Heb. 11: 32, 33). Man’s weakness and 
God’s power is the message of their lives. 
They were made powerful in the strength 
of the Lord. Where they failed, they 
failed in faith, The twofold message is 
that Christ himself is the Victory (1 Sam. 
15:20, R.V., mar.), and faith is the victory 
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(1 ‘John 5:4), and thus all the glory of 
the Victory belongs to him. No problems 
of ours are greater than these men and 
women met, and they were more than con- 
querors through Christ (Phil. 4:13). If 
they, much more we (1 Pet. 1:12; Heb. 1: 
I, -@). 
Lesson Outlines 
PROGRESS OF THE HISTORY 
1. Conquering Canaan and fighting 
idolatry: Joshua to Gideon. 
2. Uniting the nation and preparing for 
David: Ruth to Saul. 


3. The glory of the Kingdom: David 
to Solomon. 


Tuincs CoNCERNING CHRIST 
1. Christ in personal presence. 


2. The ancestry of Christ, in the line 
of David. 


3. Types of Christ as Prophet, Priest, 
and King. 

4. Types of Christ as Deliverer, Say- 
iour, Victor over all foes. 


5. Types of his sufferings and glory. 


6. His coming Kingdom of universal 
peace and righteousness. 


THE THREEFOLD MESSAGE 


See Approach to the Lesson, and Spe- 
cial Topics. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


The Threefold Message. See Approach 
to the Lesson. 1. God’s personal dealing. 
Note how God guided each life to give the 
best to that life, and to all the people, as 
they were, and where they were. Ex- 
amples: Caleb, Ruth, Hannah, Samuel, 
Saul, David, Jonathan. 2. The place in 
God’s plan of Redemption. To bring in 
the Redeemer there was needed a Nation, 
separated from all other nations, safe- 
guarded from their idolatry and protected 
from destruction, taught in the Word of 
God, prepared in many ways for the com- 
ing of Messiah. This is the key to all the 
events in the lives of these leaders. 3. The 
place as divinely purposed types. See Heart 
of the Lessons for examples of types. Men, 
events, institutions, places, offices — all con- 
tain types of Christ and of his salvation. 


Prophecy. All prophecies center in Christ, 
and the twofold message of the Old Testa- 
ment concerning Christ is suffering and 
glory (1 Pet. 1:11). He came first in 
suffering and in grace, the Lamb of God 
to take away the sin of the world. He is 
to come the second time in power and great 
glory, and in judgment, to reign as King 
of Righteousness and Prince of Peace. 
Israel in the Old Testament was a The- 
ocracy, that is, God was King. This is 
the only practical form of government for 
man. Since Christ is man as well as God, 
the government will still be by man. Israel 
will be restored to her land, and Christ will 
reign on the throne of David, over all 
nations, during the millennial period (2 
marn:. 7310, 103 Jee: -30521: 39: 15,. 163 
Back: S34: 11-16; 37324; Hos. 3:4, ‘5; 
Amos 9:14, 15; Zech. 14:11; Luke 19: 
11; “Actes: 1:6; 7; 3: 18-41). 

Message to the Nations Today. Rulers 
of earth today should take heed to the 
lessons of God’s dealings with Israel. The 
way to peace and prosperity is plainly set 
forth in these lessons. The way is the 
same today. 
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Other Special Topics. Revelations of 
God’s Character. Revelations of Grace. 
Other Great Doctrines. New Testament 


- References to these Characters. Noble 


Qualities Illustrated. Weaknesses and Sins 
Illustrated. God’s Sovereignty and Man’s 
Freedom. The Foreign Missionary Mes- 
sage. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Have faith in God, expecting great and 
mighty things, and be assured of victory 
over every foe. Every lesson illustrates 
this truth, 


Obey God in small things and great 
things, regardless of supposed  conse- 
quences: Joshua, Caleb, Gideon, Samuel, 
Saul, David, Solomon. 


Love God and love men. Ruth, Samuel, 
Jonathan, David. 


Be faithful in small things, in using the 
present moment. in the humdrum affairs of 
each day: despise not the day of small 
things (Zech. 4:10): Gideon, Ruth, Sam- 
uel, Saul, David. 


Glory in tribulation, and be patient, in 
expectation of the sure reward: Caleb, 
Ruth, Hannah, David, Jonathan. 


Beware of falling away from God, and 
of falling into any sin, especially after great 
victories: Gideon, Saul, David, Solomon. 


Make Christ known in foreign mission 
lands. We are blessed in order to be a 
blessing to all nations: Joshua, Ruth, Solo- 
mon. 


“We have this treasure in earthen ves- 
sels, that the exceeding greatness of the 
power may be of God, and not from our- 
selves” (2 Cor. 4:7): every character and 
every event bears witness to this central 
truth. 


Cotumsta, S. C. 
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The Word of God must be nearer to us 
than our friends, dearer to us than our 
lives, sweeter to us than our liberty, and 
pleasanter to us than all earthly com- 
forts—John Mason, in the Keswick Cal- 
endar. 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


Fourth Quarter 
. October 1.—Saul in Tarsus. Acts 21 : 39; 
2:3, 27, 28; 26: 4-7; Philippians 3 : 3-6 
2. October 8.—Saul in Damascus. Acts 9: 1-31 
. October 15.—Paul in Antioch 
Acts 11 : 19-303 12: 25 
October 22—Paul in Asia Minor 
Acts 13 and 14 
5. October 29.—Worid’s Temperance Sunday 
Romans 13:12 to 15:3 
. November 5.—Paul in Jerusalem 
Acts 15 :1- 
. November 12.—Paul in Macedonia 
Acts 1§:36 to 17:15 
November 19.—Paul in Athens. Acts 17 : 16-34 
. November 26.—Paul in Corinth 
Acts 18 :1-17; 1 Corinthians 1:1 to 2:8 
10. December 3.—Paul in Ephesus 
Acts 18:18 to 20: 38 
11. December 10.—Paul in Czsarea 
Acts, Chapters 21-26 
12, December 17.—Paul in Rome 
Acts, Chapters 27, 28 
13. December 24.—A Vision of World Peace 
Isaiah 11: 1-9 
14. December 31.—The Life of Paul 
Philippians 3 : 1-14 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff, — Mr. McQuilkin, 
Mrs. Askew, and Mr. Smith. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to 
different members of your class, letting them 
see whether they can discover the answers 
as given on a later page of this issue? 


HICH of the eleven characters studied 
have nothing but good recorded of 
them ? 

2. Which had small departures from the 
right way? 

3. Which were good with bad failures? 

4. Which turned bad after a good start? 

5. With what characters are the following 
expressions associated: Faint yet pursuing. 
Under whose wings thou art come to take 
tefuge. He will . exalt the horn of his 
anointed. Passing the love of women. Speak, 
Lord; for thy servant heareth. As the man 
is, so is his strength. 
e6. What is the great lesson that is empha- 
sized in the experience of every one of the 
leaders? 

7. Who were the two greatest warriors, 
the two greatest friends, the two greatest 
in piety, the two greatest in self-effacement ? 

8. In what three words would you sum- 
marize the greatest qualities displayed by 
the heroes of this quarter’s lessons? 


9. What was the quality that made most 
for leadership in the characters we have 
studied ? 


10, Name three reasons why the lives of 


God’s servants of old are stimulating to us 
in this day. 





Answers to the Questions 
The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on one of the later pages of this issue. 


ye 
The Iliustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week.. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion cf the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to ten the total for any one lesson. 

Better than Mastery.—Be strong in the 
Lord, and in the power of his might 
(Golden Text). A poor old Negro was 
once a hopeless drunkard, and he tried again 
and again to get free, and others tried to 
help him, but he could not get rid of his 
drunkenness until he was converted. When 
he was converted there was a wonderful 
change; and some one said, “So you have 
got the mastery of the Devil at last?” “No,” 
he said, “but I’se got the Master of the 
Devil!”—From Moody Monthly. Sent by 
Maggie Elizabeth Evans, Eolian, Tex. 


What Is “Doing Our Best” ?—Be strong 
in the Lord, and in the power of his. might 
(Golden Text). In a factory where deli- 
cate fabrics wére woven, when the threads 
at any time became tangled the operatives 
were required to press a button and the 
superintendent would appear to rectify 
things. On one occasion, however, though 
a young girl had just a little while before 
touched the button for assistance, a wo- 
man who was an old hand at the work 
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Lesson for September 24 


thought she “knew,” and could get along 
without this formality. The threads be- 
came inextricably mixed, and much damage 
ensued. To the superintendent she said, “I 
did my best.” To which he replied, “Do- 
ing your best is sending for me.” Doing 
our best is depending on Christ. Ask him 
to save you. Ask him to empower you.— 
From The Evangelistic Cyclopedia, by G. 
B. F. Hallock. Sent by Maggie Elizabeth 
Evans, Eolian, Tex. 


Luther’s Assurance.—Be sirong in the 
Lord, and in the power of his might 
(Golden Text). Some one told Martin 
Luther, when he was going out on one of 
his hard tasks, that the Pope was after him. 
He replied: “If it is a matter between 
Martin Luther and the Pope, it is all up 
with Martin Luther; but if it is a matter 
between the Pope and God, it’s all up with 
the Pope.”—Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, 
Surrey, Eng. 


Can We “Hold Out’??—Be strong in 
the Lord, and in the power of his might 
(Golden Text). I met an old Negro and 
asked him how long he had been serving 
the Lord. “Fifty years,” he replied. “Well, 
Uncle,” I said, “after keeping the faith for 
so long, you must feel pretty confident of 
holding out to the end.” “Ah, Massa,” he 
replied, “it’s only a question of whether de 
Lord can hold on, and I reckons I can 
trust him.”—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Emily McFarland, New- 
ark, Ohio. 


How Carry the Package?—Be strong 
in the Lord, and in the power of his might 
(Golden Text). The late Henry Moor- 
house, a noble evangelist, was once in very 
“trying circumstances.” His little daugh- 
ter, who was paralyzed, was sitting in her 
chair as he entered the house with a pack- 
age for his wife. Going up to her and 
kissing her, he said, “Where is mother?” 
“Mother is upstairs.” “Well, I have a 
package for her.” “Let me carry the pack- 
age to Mother.” “Why, Minnie, dear, how 
can you carry the package? You cannot 
carry yourself.” With a smile on her face, 
Minnie said, “Oh, no, Papa; but you give 
me the package, and I will carry the pack- 
age, and you will carry me.” Taking her 
up in his arms, he carried her upstairs — 
little Minnie and the package, too. And 
then “the word of the Lord came” to him 
that this was just his position in the work 
in which he was engaged. He was carrying 
his burden, but was not God carrying him? 
—From the Christian Herald (London). 
Sent by W. J. Hart, D.D., Utica, N. Y. 


More Power than Dynamite.—Be strong 
in the Lord, and in the power of his might 
(Golden Text). The Lord was pleased 
to display “the power of his might” through 
“Old Mayow,” a converted tea planter, then 
engaged on a portion of government rail- 
way in the Island of Ceylon. Other con- 
tractors had lost money in the work, and 
for days a “certain. huge rock” resisted the 
action of dynamite. Having had assurance 
from the Lord that the work would be 
successful, he concluded God meant to ac- 
complish through the prayer of faith what 
dynamite had failed to do. Accordingly, 
praying that God’s name might be honored, 
he “went to work, and suddenly, as the men 
were picking it over at the top, a land-slip 
took place — rock, earth, huge bolders, all 
came down en massc!” And the coolies 
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also! “O Lord, I forgot to pray for the 
poor coolies,” he cried; but, while he looked 
down in the valley, he saw all five scram- 
bling up unhurt. Praise God! He is the 
same Lord “yesterday, and to day, and for 
ever”! “Verily I say unto you, If ye have 
faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall 
say unto this mountain, Remove hence to 
yonder place; and it shall remove.” (P. S. 
That “unbelieving believers” might be left 
without excuse, the address was given: “J 
Wynell Mayou, Esq., G. P. O., Colombo, 
Ceylon.”)—From “The Same Lord,” by 
E. C. Millard. Sent by Laura Merriam 
McLaren, M.D., Guelph, Ontario, Can. 
Prize illustration. 





The Busy Men's Review 
By William H. Ridgway 


Lesson 1.—Joshua (Josh., chaps. 1-6, 
23, 24). God always has a man ready to 
take the place of his “pitcher” or “half 
back” or “key man,” as does every wise 
manager of a team or a business. Are you 
one on the bench? Men are of such poor 
material that Heaven has to keep all the 
time patting us on the back to keep us up 
to our work. Because Israel had left their 
old faults on the other side of Jordan, God 
could hand out the good things he had 
promised. 


Lesson 2.—Caleb (Num. 13; Josh. 14). 
A story of a God-led life. The picture of 
a real man is before us in this grand old 
man of the conquest. There is a way for 
lots of us to grow to a ripe old age. To 
wit: Resolve we are going to do so. Re- 
member what that life insurance actuary 
said. Those that wait upon the Lord re- 
new their youth. Caleb even in his eighty- 
fifth year was not looking for something 
“soft.’ Lots of young men are like Nor- 
man’s boy’s schoolmate. 


Lesson 3.—Deborah (Judg., chaps. 4, 5). 
Here was a woman we all liked. The 
secret of her was her faith in the Lord. 
Barak, her general, missed his chance be- 
cause of his lack of faith, Every woman 
likes to take pride in “My man.” “Up; for 
this is the day,” one of the best slogans for 
a life of success, both in spiritual and mate- 
rial affairs. Lots in a slogan. What is 
yours? When you tie up with a masterful, 
godly, trusty woman you'll have a life of 
victory and song. 


Lesson 4.—Isaiah Denounces Drunken- 
ness and Other Sins (Temperance Les- 
son) (Isa. 5: 1-30). The curse of alcohol 
is on many of the finest homes. Rum has 
hung up a skeleton in the closet of palaces. 
It has turned many a picture to the wall. 
It is in the home of wealth men die drunk 
without the consolation of religion. Drink 
begins with the drawing of a weak cord 
and ends with the drawing of a stout rope. 
Drink burns over a life like stubble, and 
sends it up in dust and ashes. 


Lesson 5.—Gideon (Judg., chaps. 6-8). 
This is the lesson from which we get our 
term “The hundredth man.” Started with 
32,000, finished the job with 300— and the 
Lord. We meet that splendid organization 
known as the Gideons. Christian traveling 
men who put Bibles in hotels, and who 
caused some wit to suggest they take on 
the churches. A rather nawsty dig, don’t 
ya think? A great slogan, “The sword of 
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the Lord, and of Gideon,” and not “The 
sword of Jones and Jones,” 


Lesson 6.—Ruth (The Book of Ruth). 
The greatest short story ever written and 
a love story that is perpetually modern. 
Back of this gem of all the idylls we have a 
great mother-in-law story. If there were 
more mothers-in-law like Naomi there 
would be fewer divorces. The Ruth kind 
of love is what makes this world worth liv- 
ing in. Remember she was an ancestress 
of the world’s greatest Lover. 


Lesson 7.—Hannah (1 Sam., chaps. 1, 
2). To be somebody in this world it is 
important to have the right sort of mother. 
The cigarette boys and the cigarette woman, 
“How'd ya like to have a thing like that 
for your mother?” The boy and the girl 
‘are safe when they are brought “unto the 
house of the Lord” —and stay there. It 
is a striking fact of history that the out- 
standing men (and women) in all lines of 
activity, humble or front page, had the 
Hannah kind of mothers. 


Lesson 8.—Samuel (1 Sam., chaps. 3, 7, 
12). Samuel was one of the boys who 
have the “run” and the “Here am I” qual- 
ity in him. Mr. Cyrus H. K. Curtis, the 
newspaper and magazine publisher, was one 
of that sort of boys. There are thousands 
of boys who are doomed to mediocre 
careers, if not failures, because they have 
never learned how to hear and obey. John 
Blank, the widow’s chauffeur, could do 
both. When the boys go bad Dad withers 
and dies. 


Lesson 9.—Saul (1 Sam., chaps. 9-11, 
15). This was the lesson that teaches us 
what a serious thing disobedience to God 
can be. Men lose their jobs and men lose 
their souls. The disobeyer when failure 
comes usually does the “baby act” ard 
raises an alibi. The real reason for not 
destroying the Amalekites is not given. 
Lindy’s list. Action and reaction are equal 
in the spiritual world as well as in the hand 
ball court. Thomas D. Foster’s secret of 
saccess: “Proverbs.” 


Lesson 10.—David (1 Sam. 16: 1-13; 
Psa. 78: 70-72). You cannot estimate men 
aud women by outside appearances. The 
toddling old goose may be the layer of the 
golden eggs. The little fellow out on the 
hills and not the big fellows at headquar- 
ters was the Jesse son who was “It.” What 
is a “swell guy”? Straightforward, unaf- 
fected, tolerant, generous, and kind. All 
Christian graces, too. God and Country 
find the “sheep fold” a good place to look 
for able men. Eight out of ten urbanites, 
it is said, have their genesis near the corn 
crib. 


Lesson 11.—Jonathan (1 Sam., chaps. 
18-20). The great lesson on friendship. 
The scarcest thing in all the world is the 
Jonathan-David kind of friendship. David 
said it was passing the love of women. Then 
Sergeant Calvin York came parading into 
the lesson unexpectedly, a man after the 
Jonathan sort, “capturing a whole German 
army” in doughboy exaggeration. Then 
the fellowship pact. Lord between. Be- 
tween you and your loved ones. 


Lesson 12.—Solomon (1 Kings, chaps. 
5-8). We study about Solomon when he is 
on the way up to the crest of the glory 
wave upon which he was one day to go 
slipping down. A familiar story of high 
life. The important matter of family wor- 
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ship was considered in this lesson, When 
families (or nations) are “before the ark 
sacrificing” all difficulties and problems are 
self-solving. Life is simple and beautiful 
when folks tie up to Heaven by a daily 
contact. 


COATESVILLE, Pa, 
we 


For Primary Teachers 
By Edith Goreham Clarke 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Central Theme: God requires obedience. 
1. Character sketching. 

2. Repeating memory verses, 

3. “This God is our God.” 











W E ARE all going to be artists today, 
and paint pictures; but instead of 
brushes and paint-boxes we are going to 
use words and our memories! 

Our first picture is of Joshua, the brave 
and faithful soldier. Remind the children 
of the secret of how to live a successful 
life (Josh. 1:8). By strict obedience to 
God’s Word, Joshua’ was successful, and 
overcame all his enemies; and in the same 
way we may also overcome our enemies 
of bad habits, and so on. Joshua was able 
to say, “The Lord is my helper” (Heb. 13: 
6). Can we? 

Our next picture is of truthful Caleb. 
He knew God’s command, “Speak ye every 
man the truth” (Zech. 8:16), and like 


== 
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Joshua, he obeyed God. Remind the chil- 
dren that, as a reward for their faithful- 
ness and obedience, Joshua and Caleb were 
allowed to enter the land of Canaan. 

Our third picture is of Deborah, the 
fearless woman, She had great faith and 
could say, “The Lord is with us” (Num. 
14:9), so she was able to save her people 
from their oppressors. 

Next we have Daniel, the undefiled boy. 
He was so grateful to God for all his good 
gifts, that he would do nothing to displease 
such a loving Friend. Let us repeat again 
the verse in Psalm 104:14. How kind 
God is to all of us, but what is his great- 
est gift to you and me? Yes, he gave us 
the Lord Jesus Christ to be our Saviour. 

Who remembers Gideon, the mighty man 
of valor, who won a battle without an army 
or guns, because God was his invisible 
General? He could say, “What time I am 
afraid, I will trust in thee” (Psa. 56:3). 

And now we have three beautiful pictures 
—those of loving Ruth, the loyal friend; 
and Hannah, who prayed to God; and Sam- 
uel, the little boy whom God gave to Han- 
nah, Ruth’s whole life truly said, “Let 
us love one another” (1 John 4:7), and 
Hannah surely taught her little boy what 
God tells us in Colossians 3:20. Stress 
the fact that Samuel responded to God’s 
voice the first time he heard it, and urge 
the children to do as Samuel did. 

The next is a sad picture, for it is that 
of Saul, the disobedient king. I am afraid 
he never learned Colossians 3:20. We are 
glad to get on to David, the good shepherd 
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and in the 
power of 
his might’ 


Eph. 6:10 
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boy. Who can remember the beginning of 
the beautiful song he sang? (Psa. 23: 1.) 
David showed everybody that he belonged 
to God by the life he lived. Does every- 
body know you belong to God by your life? 

Now we have come to our last two pic- 
tures —those of Jonathan the true friend, 
who fulfilled the command the Lord Jesus 
has given to us in John 15: 12; and Solomon, 
who built God’s house, and sang praises 
to God. How does God want us to behave 
when we go to his house? (Psa. 100: 4). 

Bring out how wonderfully God helped 
all these men and women, and that the same 
God who helped them: is willing to help each 
one of us, so that we, too, may say, “What 
time I am afraid, I will trust in thee” 
(Memory Verse). 


Expression Work 
Ask the children many questions, so as 
to sketch each character as fully as pos- 
sible. Make a list on the blackboard of 
the good qualities found in each character, 
particularly emphasizing obedience. 
York, Ene. 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
God’s Great Leaders in Israel: 
How They Kept the Faith 

13. Review: From Joshua through Solomon. 











RESU MING as far as you can upon the 

historical background sketched through 
this series of biographical lessons, pausing 
as little as your girls’ knowledge will 
permit, spend this Review in recalling the 
twelve keys to character that have been 
presented in this lesson treatment for girls’ 
classes during the past quarter. Remind your 
girls that we have been seeking not alone 
the key to understanding the person under 
discussion but, in addition, the dominant 
contribution made by that person to the 
service of God for his use in fulfilling his 
purposes in Israel of old —the gift supreme 
made by each of these leaders in Israel 
to God’s ongoing Kingdom of redemption 
through his people. 

Here is a repetition of the quarter’s out- 
line, as printed with the first lesson, for 
the use of those teachers who have not 
preserved it for.this Review: 


1. Joshua obeyed God ... and—? 

2. Caleb believed God . . , and—? 

3. Deborah dared trust God . . . and—? 
4. Isaiah spoke for God ... and—? 

5. Gideon relied on God... and—? 

6. Ruth followed God . .. and—? 

7. Hannah prayed to God .. . and—? 

8 Samuel heard God ... and—? 

9. Saul disobeyed God ... and—? 

to. David loved God ... and —? 


11. Jonathan accepted God’s way . 
12, Solomon knew God... 


-. and—? 
and —? 


Do not, of course, give this outline to 
your class, but gather it from their memo- 
ries as far as possible; then keep the whole 
before their eyes (board or chart) as you 
lead them in a-discussion of the whole. 

. Now, ask each girl to think prayerfully 
through this list, deciding which one, or 
which combination, of such gifts she can 
make to God for his service today, in his 
Kingdom. There isn’t a girl in your group 























Lesson for September 24 


who cannot give God some one or more of 
these gifts of the spirit—far greater in 
usefulness than mere gifts of money or even 
special talents. If her situation is like 
Joshua’s, with God’s unmistakable march- 
ing orders to accomplish a certain thing 
for him, she can obey him. If the thing 
next to be done, in her case, seems impos- 
sible, yet God calls her to it, let her, like 
Caleb, believe God; daring to trust him in 
some extreme emergency, as Deborah did; 
simply following. on, like Ruth; praying 
like Hannah, and so on. Who knows but 
your girls are come to his Kingdom for 
such services as these? 


Home Study 


Memorize Proverbs 3:5, 6 and 13-18 as 
a good summary for the wisdom of this 
series of studies. 


Decatur, Ga, 
we 


Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





MatTERIAL: Give each child a little 
book with twelve blank pages. 











| Sage them print the name of a leader on 
each page, and fill in below what they 
know of each one. You can call the books 
“Snap Shots of Great Leaders.” You 
know how interesting the family album used 
to be, and how fascinating our books of 
snapshots are today. This book can be 
made just as interesting. 

If you have the time and talent (and 
it takes very little of either), draw on the 
board a little illustration of each lesson 
that would bring the story to the child’s 
mind, as: Joshua, a sun; Caleb, a bunch of 
grapes; Deborah, a tent spike; Isaiah, a 
wine glass; Gideon, a pitcher; Ruth, a 
sickle; Hannah, a little coat; Samuel, a 
horn of oil; Saul, a javelin; David, a harp; 
Jonathan, bow and arrow; Solomon, bags 
of gold. Let each child keep his book 
after it is filled out. 

Mopesto, Cat. 

Me , 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Review.—Our Father, 
we thank thee for the great leaders of whom 
we have been learning. Thou didst lead them 
through severe testing times, and into victory, 
not in their own strength, but by thy power. 
Help us, we pray thee, to have the courage 
that comes to those who obey thee, and the 
strength that comes from confidence in thy 
wisdom and guarding care. May we be strong 
in the Lord and in the power of his might. 
In his name we pray. Amen. 

A Word to the Superintendent.—So 
many types of leadership were set forth 
in the past quarter’s lessons that it is 
difficult to choose a few for special empha- 
sis, But time would suffice, probably, for 
a brief study of three, in five minute papers 
prepared by pupils in the school. Joshua, 
Samuel, and David might be the choice, 
or Joshua, Ruth, or David. The outline 
facts concerning each, and the chief les- 
sons to be learned of each should be given. 
Then the Golden Text for the quarter 
would supply the basis for a few words 
from pastor or superintendent,— “Be strong 
in the Lord, and in the power of his 
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might.” If a written review is used, here 
are a few suggested questions to be dic- 
tated from the superintendent’s desk. 


1. Whom did Joshua succeed in lead- 
ership, and what was the source of his 
strength ? 


2. What important office did Deborah 
hold? 

3. Tell briefly the story of Gideon and 
his chosen men. 

4. How does the Book of Ruth show us 
what is true friendship? 

5. What do you think was the secret 
of Samuel’s usefulness? 

6. Why did not Saul succeed as king? 


7. What do you think were some of 
the signs of true greatness in the life of 
David? 

8. Which is the more important —to 
have a friend, or to be a friend? Why? 

9. What great work did Solomon do? 


10. What do you think makes a leader 
really great? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


Review 
AY, fellows, just a brief remark upon 
each one of the characters we have 
studied the past three months, to re-em- 
phasize the chief lesson they taught us: 
1. Joshua. Belief in God’s supernatural 
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power, ready and waniing to be exercised 
in and through his trusting servants. 

2. Caleb. A faith that not only bravely 
faces the unsolicited tests that come to one, 
but a faith that rises to the still higher 


level of asking for a hard task. “Now 
therefore give me this mountain” ! 
3. Deborah. A_ challenger to real 


achievement. Like Barak, fellows, let’s put 
our open side to the influence that calls 
forth our best. 


4. Isaiah Denounces Drunkenness. No 
individual — no nation — can afford to part- 
nership with the liquor traffic. Revenue 
thus gained works a moral curse that is 
ten times worse than budget deficits and 
poverty. 


5. Gideon. He has taught us that the 
largest armies and the mightiest engines of 
war do not insure the greatest and most 
lasting victories. “Not by might, nor by 
power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of 
hosts.” 

6. Ruth. Catching a vision of what God 
has for us causes us to relinquish the pres- 
ent perishable things to which we have 
blindly clung. 

7. Hannah. Thank God for the mother 
who dedicates us to God’s service and inter- 
cedes in prayer for us before we are old 
enough to know how important it is. 

8. Samuel. 
toward God. 
ant heareth,.” 

9. Saul. Head and shoulders above his 
fellows —in many ways: in a fine young 
manhood, in opportunity, in the psychology 
of events and conditions which swept him 


Cultivating the listening ear 
“Speak, Lord; for thy serv- 














The Little Jetts Use the Review Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith «the ittte Jett Telling Bible Stories” 
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on to power. Yet—fell short! Failed 
to keep God in first, place. 


10. David. A simple sling in the hand 
of faith—a _ single-handed fellow — plus 
God — more than equal to any giant or any 
army. It is not whether we have much or 
little — but whether God be with us — that 
matters, 


11. Jonathan. It is possible to pour out 
oneself entirely for a friend. The Friend 
most worthy of such entire devotion is 
Jesus Christ. 

12. Solomon. A glorious beginning does 
not in itself insure a glorious career 
through to the end. Sin, idolatry, impurity 
—these vices even lurk in the path of 
saints; Satan loves a shining mark. 


Greensporo, N. C. 
ye 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(On the lesson for September 24) 


1. Caleb, Deborah, Ruth, Hannah, Samuel. 

2. Joshua, Gideon, Jonathan. 

3. David. 

4. Saul, Solomon. 

5. Gideon, Ruth, Hannah, Jonathan, Sam- 
uel, Gideon. 

6. The message of man’s weakness and 
God’s grace and power. 

7. Joshua and David, Ruth and Jonathan, 
Samuel and David, Gideon (who refused to 
be made king), and Jonathan. 

8. Faith, obedience, and love. 


9. Active faith, which takes God at his 
Word and acts upon it. 

10. (1) God’s power is just the same; (2) 
human nature is just the same; (3) faith 
and love are just the same. 


— ee 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











Oct. 11 Why Should All Christians Be Church 
Members? 1 Cor. 12: 25-27. (Consecration 
meeting.) 





Sunday, September 24 
How May We Know When We Really 


Are Christians? 
(1 John 2 : 3-6; 3 : 13-24) 





Mon.—Judge by the fruit (Matt. 12 : 33, 35). 
Tues.—Try to live the Christ life (John 7: 


16, 17). 

Wed.—By hearing and following Christ 
(John : 27-30). 

Thurs.—By following the rule of love (1 
Cor, 12 ¢ t-7). 


Fri.—By good will in the heart (1 John 3: 


24). 
Sat.—By our having his Spirit (1 John 4: 
11-13). 











What is the difference between faith and 
feeling ? 


What is the surest proof of our being Chris- 
tians ? 


Why can we trust Jesus in life and death? 


a MAN comes to me and asks if I am 

married. I tell him I hope so; at 
times I feel that [ am; sometimes I think 
I am. Do you see what a reflection that 
is On my marriage vows? Some one asks 
me whether I am an American. I tell him 
I hope so. Don’t I know that I was born 
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on American soi! of American parents ?”— 
D, L. Moody. 
4 

God has made it unnecessary for any 
to be “hope so” or “feel so” Christians. 
Some of the principal evidences given by 
the Bible, whereby we may know that 
Christ dwells in our hearts are as follows: 


1. We will know God as our Father 
(Matt. 11:67; john 17: 3; -2 john. 1:6). 
This does not mean merely that we will 
know about God. It is possible for the 
unsaved to know about him. But it means 
that we shall have a personal appreciation 
of the fatherhood of God. 


2. If we are born again, there will be 
a new reality for us in prayer. We shail 
want to pray, ard we shall find in prayer 
that comfort and hope and strength that 
God intends us to have. 


3. If we are born again there will be 
a new insight to the Scriptures (John 16: 
12-15; Luke 24:32, 35; 1 John 2:27). 
Where before the Bible was a closed book 
to us, now, because Christ lives in our 
hearts, we shall be able to understand it. 

4. We will have a new realization of 
the sinfulness of sin, if we are really Chris- 
tians. The Word of God has a marvelous 
revealing power upon all that is unclean 
and contrary to God’s will (Ezek. 36: 25; 
john 3: §;. Titus. 9: §, 6; 1 Pet, 3¢ 2-23; 
1 John 5:6-8; Psa. 119: 11). 

5. If we are really Christians we will 
have a new love for those who are not 
saved (2 Cor. 5:16; Rom. 10:1; 15:20; 
9: 1-3; 5:5; Gal. 5:22). The great long- 
ing desire of the Lord Jesus is that none 
should be lost and that all might come to 
repentance. When he lives in our hearts, 
he will give us a concern for others. 

6. When we belong to Christ we will 
have a new love for other Christians (1 
John 3:14). The acceptance of the Lord 
Jesus Christ as our Saviour means that 
we join the family of God, and that we are 
knit by the Holy Spirit into a kinship with 
every other believer (John 13:34, 35). 

7. If we belong to Christ, there will be 
a demonstration of his character in our 
lives. There may be flaws of our old 
nature that will crop out and mar our 
manifestation of Christ, but others will 
unquestionably see evidences of his char- 
acter in us if we belong to him. 

8. If we belong to Christ there will be 
a consciousness of salvation through faith 
in him. The Bible tells us that the Spirit 
bears witness to all believers that they 
are sons of God (Rom. 8:16). 


se 
A somewhat different line of evidence 
upon which our assurance of salvation rests 
is the truthfulness of the Word of God. 
This links up also with each one of the 
evidences of the indwelling Christ men- 
tioned above. But it also throws us back 
upon the Word as God’s unchangeable tes- 
timony, John tells us, “These things have 
I written unto you that believe on the 
name of the Son of God; that ye may 
know that ye have eternal life” (1 John 5: 
13). 
ye 
In addition to giving us the written 
Word, God sent the Living Word, the Lord 
Jesus, who demonstrated in his life, death, 
resurrection, and ascension the veracity of 
the written Word. He lived and spoke as 
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no one had ever lived or spoken before, 
and he returned from the grave to dem- 
onstrate that he had the power over death. 
With the words of Peter we may well say 
“Lord, to whom shall we go? for thou 
hast the words of eternal life’ (John 6: 
68). 
PHILADELPHIA. 





[ Children at Home 





How a Chinese Boy Escaped 
from Bandits 


By Amelia O. Stott (late of China) 


This story is based on a letter received 
by Miss Stott from a missionary in 
China. 


YING-HWA (Golden Flower) was 

the only son of his old parents, and 
naturally they thought he was a very spe- 
cial treasure. At one time his father had 
been very rich, but in China today there 
are not many “fat purse-bags,” and so 
Gying-hwa’s family was poor. Still the 
loss of his dollars did not worry the old 
ex-mandarin as it would have done some 
years before, because he had found the true 
heavenly riches, by faith in Christ his 
Saviour. 

One evening he came into the living 
room —a sort of kitchen and family meet- 
ing place — and he looked unusually grave. 
His young son, who was reading a brightly- 
illustrated Scripture book, looked up 
eagerly, to test his father’s knowledge of 
the particular story he had been reading, 
which happened to be that of Peter’s de- 
liverance from prison. 

“Ah-tia, Ah-tia (‘honorable Father’), 
canst thou tell me all about this miracle?” 
cried Gying-hwa eagerly, running up to 
him with his precious book. His father 
tried to smile, but it was a tremendous ef- 
fort. 

“Truly Gying-hwa, unless the Lord sends 
us his angel of deliverance, I do not know 
what may happen to us in our sorely 
troubled ‘Flowery Republic,’ for the sky 
is full of black clouds.” 

His wife looked up quickly, for, she 
knew so well all the dreadful things the 
bandits and robber-bands were doing 
throughout that district, and as the Chinese 
say, “her heart became like a melted jelly- 
fish in the sun.” 

She felt sure her husband had some 
new cause for anxiety, but he tried to enter 
into the boy’s pleasure over his story book, 
and soon they were enjoying it together. 

“Oh, honorable Father, wouldn’t it be 
fine to have an angel from God come and 
open the prison doors and let one come 
out free and unhurt? It must have been 
a very bright light to awaken Peter if he 
slept as I do, for Mother always has to 
call me so loudly, and her lamp never 
arouses me even when she puts it down 
close to my very eyes. Only the big For- 
eign ‘water-light’ (electricity) might 
awaken me I think.” 

But in spite of the “black clouds hovering 
around” the family sat down to their steam- 
ing bowls and appeared to be as happy as 
usual as they ate heaps of rice, fish, pickles, 


and pork. Mrs. Wong, however, saw that. 
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Lesson for September 24 


her husband could hardly eat at all, though 
he tried to hide the fact by saying his 
“appetite had melted because of the heat.” 

That night, about five hours later, the 
bandits, whom Gying-hwa’s father knew 
to be in the neighborhood, raided the house, 
and finding much less money than they ex- 
pected carried off the boy as prisoner for 
a heavy ransom. 

Terrible indeed was the grief of his poor 
parents, but, what could they do, though 
their precious son was bound and taken 
away before their eyes, for any resistance 
would have been instant death for both. 
The sum of eighty thousand dollars was 
demanded, and although Mr. Wong deter- 
mined to sell all that he had to try and 
raise it, yet, his house (and goods) were 
all pledged to meet heavy taxes, so that it 
would take some time to get such a large 
sum together. The bandits declared that 
they must have it within twenty-four hours, 
or else they would torture their prisoner 
to death! 

Gying-hwa smiled bravely, and with a 
swift prayer to God for courage, he tried 
to appear unafraid. 

He was led along steep mountain paths 
all the next day till he was so foot-sore 
he had to be roughly thrown across a mule’s 
back to finish the journey to the distant 
caves, occupied by the bandits in the high- 
est hills in the district. 

Poor boy, it was enough to strike terror 
into one older and stronger than he, to 
see those fierce armed men around him 
who threatened to shoot him if he moved 
an inch! 

He was given hardly any food, and ach- 
ing in every limb, he was bound securely 
with stout ropes and heavy iron chains, 
before being flung down on the damp, dirt 
floor of an inner cave. His prayer that 
night was very simple and came from his 
inmost heart: 

“Oh, Lord, you did remember once and 
deliver Pi-teh (‘Peter’), please do the same 
for me.” Then with that wonderful child- 
like faith, which was indeed a gift from 
his heavenly Father, he lay down to sleep, 
full of quiet hope. 

Some time after he was aroused by a 
bright light shining on him. Gying-lkwa 
opened his eyes (for he had not really been 
asleep) thinking that one of the bandits 
had come into his cell. Soon, however, he 
felt sure that God had really heard his 
prayer and had come to deliver hirn. 

The strange, clear light’ shone down 
upon him so that trembling with wonder 
he began unfastening the knots that bound 
him. The light around him enabled him 
to step over the sleeping bandits without 
awakening them. 

Outside the cave entrance were two 
others asleep, but Gying-hwa managed to 
get clear of them also, and stood iree in the 
keen: night air wondering how he was to 
get home; for all these hills were unknown 
to him. It was a dark, cloudy night, 
though occasionally the moon _ shone 
through for a few seconds. The boy stood 
still and prayed that his steps might be 
guided, before he started carefully to climb 
down the rocks. It was a dangerous de- 
scent even in daylight, but suddenly the 
moon seemed to send down directly upon 
him a thin, long beam of light, just show- 
ing him exactly one step ahead and no 
more! 
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Gying-hwa reached a lonely hut on the 
mountainside. He timidly knocked and 
found an old charcoal-burner inside, who 
kindly sheltered him when he heard his 
story. 

“Tt is well,” he said, “that I am known 
to the robbers and had a grandson thy size, 
but died last night, so I will dress thee in 
his clothes. If they come searching here, 
thou mayst escape.” 

The good old man accordingly disguised 
Gying-hwa very cleverly, and even when 
his loss was discovered, the robbers, not 
knowing of the death of the old man’s 
grandson, did not recognize their prisoner. 

It was not, however, safe for Gying-hwa 
to venture home, for some days, nor even 
to send a message to his father, who had 
been told that his boy had been killed. 

In a few days some soldiers attacked 
the bandits’ hiding place and Gying-hwa, 
hearing that they had fled, seized the chance 
of getting home, where God’s wonderful 
deliverance became the talk of the whole 
place. 

Not only were his parents encouraged 
to trust their prayer-hearing God, but 
many: of their neighbors, hearing from 
Gying-hwa himself the story of God’s mar- 
velous help, believed in the Lord Jesus. 

As for the boy, he has been baptized 
“Peter,” and his whole desire is to go on 
following his heavenly Father so closely 
that he may always be a witness to his 
wonderful deliverance. 


WortTHING, Sussex, ENG. 
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Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessors, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


September 18 to 24 





Mon.—Joshua 1:1-9. Josh Ss ds M 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Moses’ minister 
becomes, under divine appointment, his 


successor. God, who never leaves him- 
self without a witness, has a man of the 
hour for every crisis in the church. Some 
anguish-filled Hannah may be praying be- 
side some church pillar for a man of God 
who will preach Christ crucified and have 
the blessed gift of reaching multitudes. 
Depend upon it that God, who lovingly 
buries his faithful servants, will carry on 
his work. “Look unto ME.” “Pray ye the 
Lord of the harvest.” Pray for the Utah 
Gospel Mission, 9277 Amesbury Avenue, 
Cleveland, Ohio. This mission has for its 
aim the spreading of Christ’s Gospel among 
Mormons. 
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Tucs.—Joshua 14: 6-14. Caleb’s Inheritance. 

PRAYER SucGcesTions: Caleb knew the 
certainty of God’s promise as regards his 
inheritance in the land of Canaan and 
made it his very own. Consider the faith 
of this man. At the age of eighty-five, 
which was forty-five years after God had 
given him the warranty, he was ready for 
the conquest of the most difficult part of 
the land of promise. In making his claim 
he said, “Give me this mountain, whereof 
the Lord spake . . .; for thou heardest in 
that day how the Anakims were there, and 
that the cities were great and fenced: if 
so be the Lord will be with me, then I 
shall be able to drive them out, as the 
Lord said” (v. 12). Caleb, by this act, 
reopened the conquest of Canaan. “The 
land had rest from war” —at the wrong 
time — and the faith and courage of Caleb 
inspired the revival of the conquest (15: 
13-19). Unmolested giants are stalking 
through our inheritance today. In the name 
of our God let us set up our banners. 
Pray for the Independent Fundamental 
Churches of America. National Head- 
quarters, 2230 South Fifty-second Avenue, 
Cicero, Ill. 


Wed.—Judges 4:11-16. Deborah’s Victory. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Deborah was the 
divinely directed director of Barak. She 








THE NRA EMBLEM 


In the August issue of REVELATION there 
is an interesting article written by Dr. Donald 
Grey Barnhouse entitled ‘‘ The Mark for Com- 
merce,’’ which in the light of the Blue Eagle 
which has since that time made its appearance, 
is very enlightening to all those interested in 
prophetic truths. Though the Eagle is not the 
Mark of the Beast, it gives definite indication of 
how the Mark may be employed. Copies of this 
article may be had free by writing to REVELA- 
TION, 601 Drexel Bldg., Philadelphia. [Advt.] 











WE ARE COUNTED 
BEHIND THE TIMES 


WE STILL BELIEVE THAT “GOD 
SO LOVED THE WORLD that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life.” 


WE UPHOLD THIS IN OUR 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LITERATURE’ 


We are pleased to send a full sample 
pack of our ordinary Sunday School 
Quarterlies and Papers, or a sample 
lesson of the ‘* Bible Expositor and 
Illuminator” (a Quarterly of 160 
pages) on application. 

ADDRESS 
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Box 680 CLEVELAND, OHIO 



























you satisfaction, 


Teachers, Parents, Pastors and Children—helped ond delightedI 


Most complete catalog we have ever issued. Your denominational publishing house as well 
as others add their best items to our own distinguished line. Finest offering of church- 
school supplies and Biblical lesson courses. 
friends, and associates from these splendid offerings of Christian Books, Bibles, Scripture 
Cards, Mottoes, Calendars, etc. Low prices save you money; 53 years of service guarantees 





Select your Christmas gifts for class members, 


A present for you — Surprise 
Pack of Scripture Cards Free 
with each catalog. Write today 
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was used of God to inspire a great vic- 
tory for Israel. Mighty spiritual move- 
ments are inaugurated by consecrated, 
Spirit-directed men or women. Does he 
have us where he wants us for his service? 
The call today is as when by the word 
of the Lord Deborah summoned Barak: 
“Up; for this is the day. ... Is not the 
Lord gone out before thee?” (v. 14.) Now 
that apost:sy in the professing church 
spreads and deepens, there should be more 
prayer than ever for the revival of the 
true Church. Pray for the Bible readers 
in Spain. Lately there has been a phe- 
nomenal demand for whole Bibles and 
Testaments, In some schools French is be- 
ing taught out of the French Testament. 


GOLDEN HOURS 


BY THE SEA 














WE ARE all familiar with the peace 
that comes with a few quiet hours. 
A few quiet days spent away from 
the busy world does even more to 
give a happy balance to daily life. 
Such interludes, in fact, are almost 
necessary if spiritual values are to 
be preserved during this time of 
struggling forward. 
Chalfonte-Haddon Hall is a per- 
fect place for relaxation. You'll find 
none of the noise and confusion of 
the usual resort hotel. Right on the 
ocean, you can drink your fill of sun 
and good salt air. There are pleas- 
ant entertainments and music in the 
evening. Wide expanses of Ocean 
Deck where you can while away the 
golden hours. Congenial people. 
And there’s a friendly hospitality 
to make you feel at home. Every- 
thing is done for your comfort and 
convenience. Food is wholesome 
- - » and abundant, to take care of 
that seashore appetite. Come soon, 
for a long stay or a short one. Eco- 
nomical rates. Write for them. 
American and European Plans. 


CHALFONTE- 
HADDON HALL 


ATLANTIC CITY 


Leeds and Lippincott Company 
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Thurs.—1 Samuel 3:1-10. Samuel’s Vision. 

PraYerR SUGGESTIONS: The vision came 
in connection with Samuel’s ministering 
unto the Lord. While Paul and Barnabas 
ministered unto the Lord, they, too, were 
set apart for a mighty work of God. There 
is a lesson in all this for us. Do we take 
enough time for waiting upon God? Un- 
less we do, how cain we hear what God 
the Lord will speak? How can we answer 
“Here am I” if we do not hear his call? 
Blessed are the “Here am I’s.” The Lord 
Jesus said, “Here am I” (Psa. 40:7). 
Isaac, Elijah, Ananias used this very 
phrase. Do we belong to the “Here am I” 
company? Pray for Turkish men and 
women who are openly confessing Christ. 
Officials have been rebuked from the capi- 
tol for their lack of religious tolerance. 
Religious freedom is becoming a fact in 
this land of Islam. 


Fri—1 Samuel 16 : 4-13. David Chosen King. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Samuel wholly 
submitted to the Lord in this matter of 
anointing Saul’s successor to the throne of 
Israel. He had ideas of his own, but he 
bowed to the will of God as soon as he 
understood that will. David was the last 
in the line of the sons of Jesse. “The last 
shall be first, and the first last.” The 
Countess of Huntington once said that she 
got into the Kingdom of God by the let- 
ter “M”; for, said she, “If it had said not 
any noble, instead of not many noble” (1 
Cor. 1:26) she would have missed. M 
stands for the mercy of God in Christ, and 
on that basis we, too, get in, and have 
become “kings and priests unto God and 
his Father” (Rev. 1:6). Pray for God’s 
saints in Germany. There are rumors of 
a new spiritual movement there, now that 
antichristian forces are gathering strength. 


Sat.—1 Kings 3:1-9. Solomon, the Wise King. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Solomon’s wisdom 
was a gift of God; his follies were his 
own. The “wise and understanding heart” 
was given in answer to prayer. “Teach 
us to pray” is still a good petition for 
each disciple of Christ. “Ye have not, 
because ye ask not” is also an explanation 
of that lamentable lack in the spiritual life 
that comes to light so painfully from time 
to time. The experience of Solomon 
would have been drab and commonplace 
but for that epochal night at Gibeon. Chris- 
tian, are you entering upon that victorious, 
gloriously fruitful, Christlike life that is 
possible for every individual believer? The 
experience of this more abundant life is 
for YOU. Pray for the twenty-six million 
youth in Russia who know only atheism. 


Sun.—Hebrews 11:32 to 12: 2. 
Triumphs of Faith. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: The realm of spir- 
itual success is open to every individual 
believer. The longing for victory, coupled 
with willingness to meet the simple, clearly- 
revealed conditions, qualify the humblest 
Christian for entrance upon the blessed life 
of the fullness of the Holy Spirit. Gideon, 
Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David also, and 
Samuel, and the prophets through faith 
succeeded mightily in various, wondrous 
ways for God. They have passed from 
the stage of human life; but we are risen up 
in their stead as Heaven-observed runners 
of the race set before us. Pray that you 
and your brethren may be strong in faith 
and that for God you, too, may do exploits. 
Pray for the thousands of Christians the 
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world over thirsting for the abundant life, 
their heritage in Christ, but whose eyes are 
“holden” that they do not perceive Christ 
who is their life and victory. 


A Rounp-THE-WorLD PRAYER CYCLE 


The “Prayer Suggestions” that will 
be published in this column for Octo- 
ber will come to the readers as a defi- 
nite challenge to pray more intelligently 
for the world-wide field of missions. 
This “Round-the-World Cycle” will 
undoubtedly prove a real blessing and 
refreshment to all who follow its sug- 
gestions, and may lead to outpourings 
of blessing on different mission fields. 
Many may wish to keep the issues con- 
taining this cycle of prayer for future 
reference. 


we 


Why Blessing Comes 


N THE wall of our little prayer room 

in an office building in the Loop, a 
copy of THe SunpAy ScHoot Times has 
been placed with other papers, a map of the 
world, and lists of missionary workers in 
many lands. Many times each week you, 
your fellow workers, and all your readers 
are prayed for. And how marvelously God 
has been hearing and answering our 
prayers these past months!—A business 
man in the West. 
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